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Answer: Books give children time to look at details. 
Children learn visual literacy before print literacy. Pictures 
help children make sense of print. A child learns  
reading skills by seeing words and pictures 

From book illustrations, children learn to:  
 

• Focus on the page. 
• Follow the story from left to right, 

page by page. 
• Recall and compare visual details. 
• Attach meaning to words. 

These are the same skills  

needed for reading. 

Books 
worth 
the look: 

•I Spy 

•Where’s Waldo  
•The Mitten  
(and other stories  
by Jan Brett) 
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